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The fourth Midwest Women in Mathematics Symposium 
(WIMS) took place April 2, 2016, on the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign campus. More than 100 women—mostly 
graduate students, early career researchers, and faculty at 
small institutions—came from Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ohio, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 

The symposium was a resounding success. It highlighted 
women working in cutting edge research, stimulated 
collaborations, strengthened the network of female 
mathematicians in the Midwest, and facilitated mentoring  
at all career stages. 

The symposium featured two plenary lectures and 
eight short lectures, thirteen poster presentations, 
plus open problem sessions—from algebra and 
number theory to mathematical biology and to 
mathematics education.  The plenary lectures 
were given by Gloria Marí Beffa (University of 
Wisconsin-Madison) and Barbara Keyfitz (Ohio 
State University). 

Roundtable discussions explored issues facing women 
in mathematics including work-life balance, professional 
development, career track options, and ways to get involved 
in research collaborations. Wendy Heller, Illinois professor 
of psychology and gender and women’s studies, delivered 
brief but intriguing opening remarks. The full schedule of the 
symposium, including some slides and videos, is online at 
www.math.illinois.edu/wims/.

Attendees were keenly engaged in all activities throughout 
the day. In some problem sessions, small working groups 
developed new collaborations, while in others peers and 
experienced researchers discussed future directions. The 
atmosphere was light and supportive. 

The organizing committee consisted of Illinois Department 
of Mathematics faculty Elena Fuchs, Vera Hur, Rinat Kedem, 
Zoi Rapti, and Susan Tolman. The symposium was partially 

funded by the National Science 
Foundation and the Institute for 
Mathematics and its Applications. 
Additional support from the 
Department of Mathematics provided 
travel support and other amenities for 
participants with young children.
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